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Foreword

When my husband, Willie, and I first met, there was no way we
could have imagined all that was ahead for us. The day we got
married, all we knew was that we loved each other and hoped to one
day grow a family that would honor God. If someone had told us
then that we would raise six children, that we would one day have a
reality television show about our family, that we would travel the
world and have the opportunity to influence millions through
ministry and social media, we would have laughed. (Well, first we
would have asked what a reality TV show and social media were. It
was 1992!)

While being new parents is never easy, with all our hearts Willie
and I believed that God’s Word had the wisdom we needed to raise
our kids well. We’d been shown that example in the lives of our
families of origin, and we still believe it today. While we never
parented perfectly, we kept returning to God’s principles and trusted
in his guidance as we raised each child. Now as we’re beginning to
see the next generation come up in our grandbabies, we could not be
more convinced that God knows what he’s doing and that his ways
are always better than what we could ever imagine!

I met Monica when I came on her podcast to talk about my book
Strong and Kind: Raising Kids of Character. As we spoke that day, |
knew that though we lived across a continent and one big ocean from
each other, Monica and I shared a heart for raising kids who love
Jesus and love each other. Kids of character and faith. Mine grew up
riding four-wheelers, and Monica’s grew up riding waves, but we
shared the same goal of pointing our children to the true meaning of
success: loving God and loving others. Praying that our children
would stay in the center of God’s will, wherever he might place
them.
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Willie and I always told our kids that no matter what they did, if
they were following God and staying true to his Word, they could
trust him to lead them. True success is to live a life that pleases our
heavenly Father, a life that exudes the fruits of the Spirit: love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control.
This is done in the small things just as much as in the big ones.
Nothing makes us prouder than seeing our kids live lives that honor
God, whether or not anyone sees them doing it!

Recently, Monica’s son Luke won the World Junior Surfing
Championships. I saw his post-win interview, and I loved hearing
him say to the camera, “Before the final, my mom texted me to
remind me that when I win, I need to remember to thank God.” I
love that he gave credit to his mom in that moment but even more
importantly that he gave the glory to God. That’s what true success
looks like!

Only God knows what our kids will grow up to be or do, but
what a joy it is to partner with him in the process. And what a gift
that he gives us other women and men to encourage and inspire us to
keep doing the good, hard work of parenting. We all may be
separated by miles or hills or oceans, but I hope you read this
book—as Monica and her husband share their stories and offer
wisdom from God’s Word to help you along—as though it’s a virtual
mentor. Whether you’re just getting started or are smack-dab in the
middle of parenting, I’'m over here cheering for you and believing
that God will lead as you’re busy raising your own amazing kids!

Korie Robertson
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